The Pickens Plan – An Antidote to America’s Addiction to Oil
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During the political conventions, we have heard a lot of talk about reducing our addiction to oil, becoming more energy self-sufficient, and slowing global warming. T. Boone Pickens, a billionaire who made his fortune as a Texas oilman, has proposed a solution. The Pickens Plan http://pickensplan.com is to install enough wind turbines from the Texas panhandle to North Dakota to produce 20% of the electricity for the United States. The power generated from this system would allow shifting the natural gas now used to produce 22% of our electricity away from electrical generation and put it to use as a transportation fuel. The goal is to reduce our dependence on foreign oil by more than one-third within 10 years. 
Our oil addiction threatens our economy, our environment and our national security. It touches every part of our daily lives and ties our hands as a nation and a people. The addiction has worsened for decades and now it's reached a point of crisis. In 1970, we imported 24% of our oil. Today it's nearly 70% and growing. (In contrast, 98% of the natural gas used in the United States is from North America.) America uses a lot of oil – 21 million barrels per day, of the 85 million barrels of oil produced around the world. That's 25% of the world's oil demand, used by just 4% of the world's population.

As imports grow and world prices rise, the amount of money we send to foreign nations every year is soaring. At current oil prices, we will send $700 billion dollars out of the country this year alone — that's four times the annual cost of the Iraq war. 41% of our growing trade deficit is due to oil imports. This is not a pattern our country can afford for long. [image: image1.png]


Projected over the next 10 years the cost will be $10 trillion — it will be the greatest transfer of wealth in the history of mankind.


Wind power generation is the most cost effective of the additional renewable energy sources now. Studies from around the world show that the Great Plains States are home to the greatest wind energy potential in the world — by far. The Department of Energy reports that 20% of America's electricity can come from wind. North Dakota alone has the potential to provide power for more than a quarter of the country. A 2005 Stanford University study found that there is enough wind power worldwide to satisfy global demand 7 times over — even if only 20% of wind power could be captured.
The Pickens Plan is an ambitious, but doable, specific plan that would (1) make the country more energy independent which would enhance our national security, (2) reduce the wealth drain on the country which would help the country economically, and (3) constrain the production of greenhouse gases and slow global warming which is threatening civilization as we know it.
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