Forum Agenda on “The Rising Cost of Food: What is Our Food Future?”

Setting: Participants seated in chairs in a circle or U. Flip charts visible for recording key comments by a recorder. A neutral moderator sits among the group leading the discussion.

6:30 Welcome/Ground Rules:

Everyone is encouraged to participate
No one or two individuals dominate
The discussion will focus on the approaches.
All of the approaches will be considered.
An atmosphere for dialogue and analysis of alternatives is maintained.
We listen respectfully to each other.
All cell phones are turned off.
6:35 Personal Stake/Icebreaker:
How has this issue affected you personally or your family or friends?
When you think about this issue, what concerns you?
What aspects of this issue are the most important to you?
How did you come to have this view of the issue?

6:50 Introduction: 

Problem statement: The cost of food is stretching many people’s budgets. People have lost touch with the source of food, and lost connection with the producers of food. The world population continues to grow, placing increasing pressures on the ability to feed everyone.
Introduction to the three approaches.

7:00 Approach 1:  Taking Personal Stock: Reassessing Lifestyle, Values and Choices. As citizen in a democracy we have an obligation to take part in developing a healthy, affordable food system. A do-it-yourself approach can lead to individual empowerment. We must take personal stock of food consumption, our lifestyle, values, and choices that we make regarding food. It is time to consider eating foods whose cost is less dependent on expensive fossil fuels. A direct connection with one’s food can offset unintended negative consequences, foster a sense of personal responsibility for our food system, and improve individual decision making.
What things are most valuable to people who support this option?

What is appealing to you about this approach?

What makes this approach a good one – or a bad one?

What would be the consequences of doing that this approach suggests?

Does anyone have a different view of what would happen?

What are some of the tradeoffs that would need to be accepted if this approach were chosen?

What would someone who (favored) (opposed) this approach be likely to say? (elicit favorable results or negative consequences)

What further information would be good to have to fully evaluate this approach?

7:25 Approach 2: Reassess personal consumption, lifestyle, values and behavior. Access to a healthy, affordable and culturally appropriate diet is an essential citizenship right. Our current system of producing, processing, and marketing food has created tremendous social and environmental problems which we are forced to address. This includes a historic inability to feed the world’s hungry. Food is essential to our health and well being and plays a central role in the social connections and cultural traditions that help define community life. Local food systems allow communities to more closely monitor environmental impacts of agricultural production, reconnect people to the source of food production, and provide economic development opportunities for local workers.

Same questions as for Approach 1.

7:50 Break

7:55 Approach 3. Increase Food Production: More People = More Demand. The problems of rising food costs and declining food availability are serious, world-wide, and production-based requiring large scale production enhancing solutions. Technology, especially the use of advanced genetics and other crop management techniques, can effectively solve our problems. Population growth along with increased longevity demands responsive increases in productivity and yield to meet this global demand. Most people purchase their food through traditional distribution

and retail systems and will continue to do so into the future.
Same questions as for Approach 1.

8:20 Seeking common ground:
Where do we want this policy to take us?

What direction seems best?

What would be the argument against the approach you like best? Is there a downside to this course of action? 
What do you see as tensions among the approaches?

What trade-offs are we willing and unwilling to accept?

If the policy approach you seem to favor had the negative consequence some fear, would you still favor it?

8:30 Individual Reflections:

How has your thinking about this issue changed?

How has your thinking about other people’s views changed?

How has your perspective changed as a result of what you heard in this forum?

8:40 Group Reflections:

Why is this issue so hard to decide?

Can we identify any shared sense of purpose or direction for acting together? Can we detect any possibilities?

What trade-offs are we, or are we not, willing to make to move in a shared direction?

8:50 Next Steps:

What do we still need to talk about?

How can we use what we have learned in this forum?

Do we want to meet again?

9:00 End
Completion of Questionnaire
